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Now, onto the Gospel: It’s another unpleasant one.  Last week we heard about divisions that following 
Jesus brings to our lives and the cost of discipleship.  Today we hear about the “Narrow Gate,” and the 
difficulty of coming to salvation.  At our pastoral council meeting Tuesday, Paula said, “Hey this is 
confusing.  Just a couple weeks ago we heard “Knock on the door will be opened,” and today they knock 
and are turned away—it’s like Jesus is saying “Oh, before I was just kidding!”  
 
I think those are two stories that try to make different points.  The “Ask and you will receive” story tries 
to get us to trust in a loving God; indeed, a God who loves us even more than moms and dads love their 
children.  Today’s text speaks of the difficulty of being transformed by this intense love of God, allowing 
it to change us from self-centered ways to living in solidarity or communion with others and with God. 
The shorthand phrases for this conversion that we hear are “entering the Kingdom of God,” and being 
“saved.” Those both refer to being delivered from sin and self-centeredness and coming alive in God 
with lives of generosity and service.  
 
The most dramatic image in the story is of one outside the house who is knocking and who remains 
outside—hurt and surprised, I bet. So we have people “inside the Kingdom” and people “outside the 
kingdom.”  Point of the story:  It’s good to be inside and not outside, but that’s takes effort.  It takes 
more than having been entertained by Jesus or finding him interesting. It requires following him. 
 
Between college and seminary, I lived in Seattle and went to St. Mary’s Parish.  I really liked going there.  
It was ethnically diverse and the music reflected that, I liked the priest and the spirit of the place, and I 
like that it was next to a bakery that put out all its day-old loaves and rolls for people to take after mass.  
I was rolling along very happily taking in all of that when one day after mass Sr. Mary put her arm 
around my shoulder and said, “I’ve seen you here a lot this past year.  I would like you to do something 
for the parish.  We need someone to teach our 4 and 5 year olds.”  I cannot tell you how much I did not 
want to do that. But I did it. And because I did it, I became an insider. Parent appreciated that I was 
teaching their children.  It took effort.  It wasn’t as easy as just showing up and taking home some 
sourdough. But when I took that sourdough home, it was more like the bread of Communion that just 
bread. 
 
I trust that one desire we have in common is that we want to be insiders with Jesus.  The Good News is 
that we are all invited.  There is no exclusivity in the heart of Jesus.  The challenging news we hear 
today: It takes effort to be an insider with Jesus.  What is the effort that is required of you that will 
bring you through the narrow gate into deeper communion with Christ, inside of his Kingdom? It might 
be an action or trying to keep the faith in the midst of great hardship.  But this Gospel passage tells me 
that Jesus asks something difficult of all of us. He wants us to live so that at mass our Communion isn’t 
just something we get, but something more and more that we become.       


